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, ctatp the theological objections to the practices 

This is not the P lace they embody, even if I had the ability and 

mentioned and the te 8 . of children, implied in the passages to 
inclination to do so. variance with P.N.E.U. psychology and 

which I take excep 1 ’ istent with some of the other statements in the 

teaching, and even inco ' , c ] 1 iidren* “are persons like ourselves” 

article . W, believe, !.« complex experience, in,el.ec,„al and 

they are necessa ) and )ience “there are some ideas of the 

spiritual, '' h |^ proper than others to the life and needs of the child ” 
spiritual life m P f P c ectjng children to share the religious experiences 

/duSTs^t Holy Communion and Revival Meetings, are likely to be 
I" hypocrisy and 'insincerity ” which the writer of the paper truly says 
are to be feared when children are allowed to use hymns “which portray 

.emotions far beyond their ken. , . 

Again we believe with the writer of the paper that, in spite of this 
ignorance and inexperience, a “child’s mind is nearer heaven than o urs ” 
and that “ the spiritual perceptions are never so piercing as in childhood.” 
Are we not then “despising” children, in New Testament language- 
undervaluing them when we do not recognise that because they are still 
walking in the light which for us, alas ! has faded into common day, the 
things of this earth have for them a sacramental character ? They do 
not need the Sursum Corda of the ordinance, so precious to the adult 
Christian, to lift them into another sphere for spiritual communion. If 
I may slightly alter the well-known words, I would say of them — 

‘‘Two worlds are theirs . 

’Tis only sin forb ds us to descry 
The mystic heaven and earth between 
Plain as the sea and sky.*’ 

Although I have thus expressed my strong dissent from certain passages 
in the paper, I cannot conclude without also expressing my sympathy with 
the truly Christian tone in which it is written. ] 






Dear Editor, — A member has written to me saying that she has 
eight volumes of the Parents' Review (1895-1903) to give away. Will you, 
through your columns, kindly make this known, and ask anyone who 
would like them to apply to me ? 

Yours faithfully, 

26, Victoria Street, S.W. F. Noel Armfield, Secretary. 


10R) * should be so grateful if any mother could tell me < 

a good history of the Kings of Judah, suitable for children 10 to 14. I ai 
anxious to nd one that deals clearly with the state of the country, peoph 
t i ra S ' e \ C ' } Prophets that taught, wrote and prophesied in each reigi 

mentis tv, ^ f ° rt ^ tkeir warnings and denunciations, and the punisl 

I know tw ° °^ ec * tke disregard and disobedience to their exhortation 
have no t* S ^ b ! worked out in Clews to Holy Writ , but at the presei 
course of r° ° ^ properl y m yself, but am most anxious to start tli 

— W T.VbOK. 


* Parents ’ Review , Vol. V 
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To whom all Hon. loenl v 479 Gloria. 

mailers of interest connected 1° rtf0rts 0f al1 

oj any prospectuses or other i>at>er th' ranches • also 6 copies 
«.B.-«i„dly write on one sidl\ ^ ^ 
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Swansea. 

1 unrridge Wells and Dim w ttt u r- 
Mrs. Trouton, Rotherfield, Sussex (pro tern)"' Treasurer: 

frie R nd a s d r °' ^ llvi "S these districts, or having 

Street S W * t0 communica,e wi,h Mss Armfield, 26, Victoria 


Bri.gravia.-A most successful meeting was held on Feb. 3rd. Over 
SO people were present to hear Miss Buckton lecture on “ The Training of 
. nldren,” and 16 have formed a class, to meet at 11 a.m. on 

Wednesdays till Easter, at Miss Buckton’s and Miss Schefel’s school for 
training Lady Nurses and Kindergartners, 43a, Acacia Road, N.W- 
Pee for course, 10/-. The discussion meetings will continue to be held on 
alternate Ihursdays at Mrs. TufnelPs house, 46, Eaton Square, S.W. 
The annual meeting was held at 29, Tite Street, Chelsea, Mrs. Bigland 
in the chair. 1 he report and financial statement for the last year 
was read and passed, and Mrs. Kersey and Mrs. Moore- Kennedy were 
elected members of Committee. Ihe Hon. Secretary, Lady Helen Lacey, 
has been obliged by ill -health to go abroad, and all communications 
are to be directed for the present to Mrs. Almeric FitzRoy, 55, Lower 
Belgrave Street, S.W.— On Thursday, March 10th, at five o’clock, at 27, 
Lowndes Square (by kind permission of Mrs. Verity), Dr. Des Vceux will 
lecture on “ Physical Exercises.”— On Thursday, March 24th, Miss Sara 
Pattison will speak on “ The advantage of co-ordinate teaching of history 
and geography,” at three o’clock, place to be announced later. 

Birmingham. — At our third meeting Miss Faithfull gave a charming 
and suggestive address on “Older Girls.” She showed how crucial are 
the years between 15 and 20, and how at this time a sympathetic mother 
may establish her influence ; a girl needs a confidant, and she should be 
‘met with consideration and courtesy. She is very liable at this time to 
hero-worship, and Miss Faithfull pointed out the dangers of extravagant 
friendship. As regards “coming out,” it is wise to let it be a gradual 
/process, and the school routine should not be continued too late or end too 
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. , .^fortune if a girl is glad to give up her intellectual 
suddenly. It is a rea . enc0Ur age some form of specialization . 

life, and it is well, where P° SS ‘ ’ A ver y interesting meeting was held' 
BOURNEMOUTH AND Kirmse) on Saturday afternoon, Jan. 30th. 

(by the kind permission _ _ er on “ The Prevalence of Paganism in 

The Hon. RoI1 ° h "critidsed severely the preponderance given to 

• • iL ^ /a/) n/>o f i nn n t Anr P? n rrl i oK 


Education, in 
dead languages 


and heathen authors in the education at our English 
, a orivnraiine- a more modern training m the best books 
public schools, an ^ f ^ recorded time, with various subjects of 


and the best ’ thoughts ^f dexteri*? above 

X"he useTf a s g ympathetic’ imagination in the relations of life personal,. 

S ° B R IS TO L — -Th e "b r i s to ^Centre of the P.N.E.U. held the fourth meeting 
of the session on Feb. 5th, at the Kensington School of Art, when 
Dr. Newman xNeild lectured to a good audience. Mrs Badock presided^ 
Dr Newman Neild took as his subject “ Nursery Education. He divided 
the three aims of education into— (1) The formation of character, (2) The 
training of the mind to apprehend knowledge and apply that knowledge, 
and (3) The storage of facts. The foundation of the character of the man. 
is laid in the nursery and not in the school. The child is born with a brain 
that has hereditary capabilities and tendencies. Hereditary inlluence can 
be affected by environment. Mimicry is a powerful factor in the education 
of children— hence the importance of keeping a guard over our own 
undesirable characteristics. Dr. Newman Neild then spoke of the especial 
care required in the treatment of nervous children, and emphasised the' 
need of quiet in the nursery. The training of a child should begin with its 
birth — hence the necessity of a good nurse. With art and music, by 
surrounding a child with good pictures and good music he would un- 
consciously have his taste developed and reject the bad and common. 
The child’s faculty of concentration must be developed by making him 
take an intellectual interest in the subject in hand. Even in play a 
child should be made to finish what it has begun. Each child must be 
studied as an individual : an inherent danger in any educational system, 
is the confusing the importance of the aims with the importance of the 
details of the system. He ended by quoting Mrs. E. L. Franklin at a 
recent speech in London : “ One great danger of the age is lest those who 
have the training of children, finding training so interesting and beautiful,, 
so constantly all-absorbing, should lose the respect that they should have 
for the children and for the children’s souls and be continually pulling up 
the roots to see the effect of the teaching, instead of giving them the 

m ence, the quiet they require. 7 ’ — The next lecture will be given in March, 
by Mrs. Hmvnrri 


by Mrs. Howard Glover. 

H^ R a YD i° N ^ an ’ meeting of this branch was held at 

i side Duppas Hill (by the kind invitation of Mrs. Jacques). The meeting 

HiryiTc attenc ^ e d* Miss Neligan, the late Head Mistress of the Croydon 
read th™ ’ t0 ° k the chair at 430 P m - > after the Secretary, Mr. Hall, had- 
read re ^° rt ^ ast meeting, the former called upon Mrs Glover to 

nnfort Jna^eh' 6 ^ at i° n to Music and Art,” the report of which. 


atel\ , owing to lack of space, we must hold over till next month. 


(bv Xh ON ~ 0n Dec - 2nd - a meting , 

Penro " P«™»ssion of the President, mL 
1 ° f Barna, - d Castle, addressed 


was held at Hummersknott 

A. F. Pease), when Mrs. 
the members on “The Sacred. 
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Relations of Family Lif e •> M ~ ~ — 

attention by a large company onadie^a^uJh 8 t0 with cl °^ 

were accorded to her for the excellent 1 ' thanks ° f the feting 

such an important subject.-On Feb ^th TX'h ^ ^ had treated 
ectured to members and their children ’ and X Keart0n ’ Es< T> F. Z.S 
general public, on “Wild Nature’s wL " lr T attendan « of the 
birds and beasts at home brought the audienrW Keart f ° n ’ s P ictu «s of 
in a way only possible to the patient anH a faCe t0 faCe with nature 
delight and enthusiasm of the children as " aturalist - The 

sented to them accompanied by racv dp^ ^ a * ter P* cture was pre- 
parents and the lecturer. Mr Kearton Ti '°T’ W3S a j ° y b ° th t0 the 
audience for more than an hour and alth \ * he ra P l att ention of the 

six hundred people) was crammed to its utmost hm^ (eStimated to hold 
mind the crush. utmost limits, no one seemed to 

Allan in the chair). - T, ™“ (M '' R ' T ' 

the University from the Middle Aces whe th ^ and progress of 
and readjustment of religious beliefs b! ' v*™* ** k "° wledge - 

time universities, when Latin was the only lancuace in nl / u 
students and professors led a virtually monastic life he traced the'ch ™ ^ 
which produced the University of J.d.y, “scdbS “ s otVotS 
under curator (official head), rector (academic head), profefsors and 

*™ at : d0Centers ; rhere are three classes of students. Women are not 
officially recognised and must get special permits to attend lectures 
lo sum up; the German universities have no bursaries, no prizes, no 
fellowships, no common room, no athletics, no debating societies, no 
ove of alma mater. The staff of teachers is much greater than ours, 
but teaching power counts for less than amount of learning. Their 
libraries are better than ours, and kept up by the State, each university 
having a “ special ” library. 

Harroav.— A lantern lecture was given on Jan. 28th, on “ Wild Life at 
Home,” at Northwood, by Mr. Richard Kearton. Very few people have 
not had a thoroughly pleasant enjoyable afternoon under Mr. Kearton’s 
auspices, so it is hardly necessary to add more than to say that the invariable 
accompaniments of all his lectures — keen enjoyment both to eye and ear — 
were as present on this occasion as they always are, and his beautiful 
photographs thoroughly appreciated.— The second lecture was by Mr. 
Gilbert Chesterton, on Feb. 15th, on “ Some Points in the Education Bill.” 
This was given also at Northwood. Mr. Chesterton began by saying that 
there are an enormous majority of modern parents who don’t care a rap 
about their children being taught religion. That though it was a religious 
question, the whole question of the Education Bill was not brought about 
by religious fanaticism, but by complete indifference. If Church people 
were really intensely keen on children being taught religion, there would 
have been no Education Bill at all. Mr. Chesterton went on to say he 
should desire religion to be so placed in practical affairs that it disturbed 
them as little as possible. It is impossible to have a system in which 
politics come first and religion second. The fact is, that children 
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TIT - , ut hv their own parents at home; for it would manifestly 
not^e “ all that any one form of religion should be laugh, at II, e 

Board Schools. DaV cwater Hon. Sec., Mrs. E. L. Franklin 

HYDE PARK and p ark „ A t Home ” Thursday mornings, or 

50, Porchester Terrace «) ^ Franklin was « A t Home” to about 

by appointment. frien( js and gave them an address on the prin- 

exists. Ten new members have 


ciples 


- , • • result of this meeting.-On Feb. 10th, at 38, Gloucester 

Square^ W (by kind permiss.on of Mrs. Meyer Spielmann), Dr Emil Reich 

oquaic, . v j _ T- 1 ,l: ^^^A tlio Ipcc arppntahlp rnncn. 


lectured on 
quence 
child ? 99 


How far can Education mend the less acceptable conse- 
of the social institutions on the character and mind of the 
Mr Meyer Spielmann was in the chair, In spite of a wet 
• ht there was an attendance of eighty, who much enjoyed both the 
lecture and Mr. and Mrs. Spielmann’s charming hospitality. In a cursory 
ketch of the educational methods in England, France, Germany, Hungary 
and the United States, Dr. Reich showed how one must look to the 
home to counteract evils resulting from existing social and educational 
institutions. He very much emphasized how all-powerful the home and,, 
above all, the mother were in the formation of the child’s character, and 
seemed to consider that in England the mother did not assert herself 
sufficiently, or was not sufficiently alive to her power in this respect. He 
was greatly of the opinion that man, not measures, mattered most, and 
had much to say on what he considered the cheerlessness of our English 
youth as compared with those of foreign nations, chiefly due, he believed,, 
to the early responsibility put on their shoulders. He recognised that our 
system of school government made men of our boys early, but at the 
same time he believed that they tended to develop an over-serious attitude 
towards life. Many of the audience disagreed with much that Dr. Reich- 
put forward, but were grateful to him for his stimulating and refreshing 
address. 

Leeds.— On Feb. 9th, Mrs. H. Chorley addressed this branch on “The 
Value of Observation.” She began by repeating the often heard remark, 
“I didn’t notice,” and then pointed out how it is both our duty and our 
pleasure to notice, and how much of wonderful and beautiful there is for 
open eyes to see. She showed that little children are naturally observant 
and are always asking “ How ?” or “ Why ?” and that this characteristic 
should be trained and encouraged, so that in all the changes and chances of 
life they have something to interest them and to fill their imagination. If 
we want them to be interested in Natural History we must be interested in 
it ourselves. Children like to have our interests and to do the same things 
as we are doing. The lecturer advocated keeping a nature calendar, a 

ong sheet divided into days, on which the child writes down every day 
w'hat he has seen. 

Reading.— Natural History Club — On Tuesday, Feb. 2nd, about 30 
! S,e ' led w ' dl mucb interest to Miss Stevens’ address on “ Tadpoles." 

' . \ ... e llstory * rom da y to day of some she had in her care for some 

firmer hn i' e Wer< ! br0u S ht t0 her on March 11th, and placed in a 
ham? to Ii, WI i, V<d at tbe bottom, and some grass for the tadpoles to 
the 13th h Cn atc e ’ A black speck in the centre of each egg had by 
13th become curved in shape, on the 18th gills appeared which 
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wlTils^the 0 udpo!e'lrad'n t o n n»juih , ’for’ 1 ,he e p’ t ' W " e f “ b-thtag 

each had become a complete frog (he mil’s Tad^h By April 28th 

legs appeared, and the eyes invisible a V h L shr,velled and fallen, the 
to be a beautiful brown. Miss Stevens” hltberto ’ were discovered 
blackboard, and afterwards on the 

with both brush and pen from day to^av The h-^ ^ Y •’ 0urna1 ’ ke Pt 
it is quite necessary to make daily sketches if C - dnges are so ra P'd that 
history of the tadpole. The toadalsn h a ’ / TV 5 anx,ous t0 have a true 

RE.GATE.-At ”- Iva,,hoe a UtiLr, , a J* B P °' e S, T' als “ lh » "«• 

branch was held, on Jan 22nd Ibv kind h Re '® ate - and District 

The chair was taken by Mr Sewill wjl P """ ss '“ »' Mrs. J- Rowell,, 
branch had been established a year and thevTT said <>>« 

progress. The Rev. H. A. Dairen M Z ^ ade a lo'erably good 

masters'.’-^He ZgS Z 

parents should tM^m^L'mTsIeribouf i!, lo that "it might be^ormct Id 

th/t ’ aS . Was °/ ten the case - tha t the boy was simply removed from 
at particular school. Boys should be taught at home to realise the 

thiutwas diffTh? ° f °, bedlenCe t0 sch001 ruIes - ^ was lamentable 
that it was difficult to get boys to read good literature; they so often read- 

magazines and short stories of the sensational kind, all of which were 
worthless. He urged them to get their boys to cultivate a taste for Milton 
Tennyson Shakespeare, Sir Walter Scott, and similar authors, and the 
result would be a most beneficial and lasting one. The speaker then spoke 
at some length on the question of religion, and urged parents to teach 
their children to read the Bible. In conclusion, he hoped they would all 
remember that the one real essential thing for the successful work in school 
and the successful training of any boy was the fact that both parents and 
master should recollect that both were working together to train the boy 
or girl not only for this life, but for the next. 

RICHMOND AND Kew. — The first meeting of the year 1904 was held on 
Jan. 19th (by kind permission of Dr. D. H. Scott), at The Old Palace,. 
Richmond, when the chair was taken by the President, Dr. Shuttleworth. 
The proceedings began by the announcement by the Chairman of the 
withdrawal from office of the Hon. Secretary, Mrs. Banks, who had so 
long and ably performed that duty. In a most sympathetic and appreci- 
ative speech he deplored the loss to the Branch. He also announced 
the withdrawal from membership, from unavoidable cause, of the late 
chairman, Mr. Palliser, so many years the ardent and influential supporter 
of this Branch. Votes of thanks to both retiring officers were unanimously 
passed. Mr. T. James Garstang read his paper on “ The Teaching of 
Mathematics to Children,” in which he insisted on the necessity for 
breaking down the artificial barriers between the different branches of 
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i f each should become illustrative and explicative of 
mathematics. s0 tna , • taken> as was generally the case, in what h e 
the other, instead I of f iments ." This system, he held, could be 

called “water-tight V„ owed w ith the youngest teachable children, 

easily and advantageo 3^ and suitable diagrams, of which he gave 
by means of mteliig ^ room be i n g profusely decorated with some very 

specimens, the wa s imens 0 f his pupils’ work in mathematical 

artistic an d we . was followed by an extremely interesting and 
design. ieciul 

instructive d ' scuss '°"' i he i d a t Haddon House, Weybridge (by 

■ H-coart), on Wednesday, Feb. 10,1, The 

k ,„d pernns ,nr of Mrs ^ ^ WJS , WrIy large audience, „ h(> 

weather t J a lectU re on “ Discipline,” by Mrs. Ennis Richmond. 

a’, the 'close' S Stamford proposed a vote of thanks to the lecturer. 

Winchester -On Wednesday, Jan. 20th, at a meeting held (by kind 
invitation of Mrs. Alexander) at Bolton Lodge, Miss Lathom, of St. Mary’s 
College Paddington, read an able and interesting paper on “The Training 
of Teachers for Secondary Schools.” She pointed out that to secure a 
good teacher was the one essential point in all education; that the 
personality of the teachers was of supreme importance, and that the 
nobility of the vocation of teaching should be fully recognised by all 
classes of society, so that the very best men and women should be drawn 
into that profession. In her opinion there would shortly be in England 
a very great dearth of teachers for secondary schools, a matter that would 
become a most serious difficulty in education. Miss Lathom advocated 
strongly the training of teachers, but thought that the present system of 
the Training Colleges and Courses of Training was by no means the ideal 
one. There was a discussion after the paper. — The next meeting will be 
held at 26, St. Swithin Street, when Mr. Cowan has kindly consented to 
give a lantern lecture on “ Flowers.” 

Woodford and Wanstead,— On Oct. 1st, 1903, there was a meeting 
held, the lecture being “Snapshot Drawing,” by Mr. Ablett, illustrated 
with lantern slides. It aroused considerable interest, as his methods were 
unknown to several members, and the results of his system of teaching 
as seen on the screen were truly remarkable.— The November meeting was 
a social gathering, when the Branch Secretary read an account of some 
of the papers delivered at the Conference in October. This was followed 
by a delightful programme of music and recitations.— In January Rev. 

. anning, Vicar of St. Andrew’s, Leytonstone, delivered a striking 
a ress on Religious Education and Education in Religion .’ 9 Some of 
nf uT ex P ressed were too advanced to meet with the cordial assent 
lechirp he A/ en ? berS ; Several members spoke, all in agreement with the 


fjfjy the Natural His tory Club meeting was a great success 
which was e 7 f rese . nt ’ and Miss Cur wen’s lecture on “ British Reptiles,” 
? ■”*<*= '*"**"> (the latter being managed b, 


Mr. ia niern (the latter being manageu vy 

Miss E. L. Foil aS mUCH ap P reciated by the children. The President, 
was the enlistment 'f^ ' n ^ cba ' r ‘ A gratifying result of the meeting 
March, when Miss L S p 'V' "uT members - The next meeting will be w 
subject which is bound + W ^ W ' read a P a P er on “ The Buds of Trees, a 
is bound to appeal to all who live so near Epping Forest. 
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tiil culture of the spirit-life 

in CHILDHOOD.* 

Bt the Rev. W. E. Fletcher, M.A. 

If we would understand the life of the body, as distinct and 
separate from the life of the soul and spirit, we have only to 
gaze on the first drunkard or libertine we meet. In such men 
the life of the body is predominant. The animalism of the 
nature the physical— has usurped the throne of the being, 
and holds m subjection, though rebellious subjection, the noble 
hfe of the soul and the eternal life of the spirit. The soul 
pleads by all that is rational, and the spirit by all that is divine 
and beautiful, that the sensual should not rule ; but the reins 
of power are in the body’s grasp, and soul and spirit must be 
obedient to its law, or crushed and, if needs be, destroyed if 
they try to impede its course or thwart its desires. 

The soul, in like manner, can claim and hold the mastery, 
and act almost irrespective of body and spirit. It can be so 
completely absorbed in its own pursuit as to become oblivious 
to every claim of the body and every desire of the spirit. The 
scientist and discoverer can be as steeped in selfish intelligence 
as the libertine in selfish indulgence. The man who, to acquire 
knowledge, ignores the just claims of his body, and disregards 
the moral obligations due to his wife and children, is griev- 
ously guilty of living the life of the soul to the detriment of 
the body and spirit. 

Now we come to the spirit-life, and by an illustration we can 
best demonstrate both its individuality and its glorious quality. 

* A lecture given to the Ipswich branch of the P.N.E.U. 
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